
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Love One Another 

 

      I am sure we all take great pride in ourselves for keeping the first commandment 

Jesus spoke about in our gospel this morning. He said we all must love God with all our 

hearts…or…at least we try very hard to do so. Well, we do that, don’t we? In fact, I 

don’t think we would be here at Mass this morning if we didn’t love Him, would we? 

     After all, we do say our morning and evening prayers, our rosaries. We read the 

Bible (well at least sometimes). We keep all the laws of fasting and abstinence though 

they don’t really amount to much anymore. And we donate a lot of money to all the 

Parish collections. We stand outside the grocery stores and Walmart in the rain to 

collect money for some poor and needy causes. So, it is clear – of course we do love 

God! 

     But then Jesus mentions a second commandment we are to follow. He said we are to 

“Love our neighbor as ourselves.” Now, I think we all find that commandment much 

harder to do than the commandment to just love God. 

     We all know it is easier to love God than it is for us to love our neighbors. Or at least 

we might think that it is easier. It is always easier to love that which we cannot see than 

it is to love what we can see. And, it is easier to send our money to support some little 

homeless child on the other side of the world than it is to take that same little child into 

our hearts and homes. 

     What we do on a one-to-one, face-to-face basis with the people we can see is a lot 

harder than what we do toward a God we cannot see. After all, we always imagine God 

to be like the one we would like Him to be. But we have to love each other just the way 

we are…like it or not.  

     Loving one another is the hardest commandment God has ever imposed upon the 

human race. Well is He serious? I think we all know how serious He is. Well, what are 

you going to do about it? That is our problem.      

 

*Inspired by Matthew 22: 34-40 

 


